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Worship 

In worship we have continued with our theme of flourishing and thought about how we can, 

"Encourage one another and build each other up" (Thessalonions 5:11). This week we reflected 
on being unique and showing love for others to link in with Black History Week. 

Black History 

We had a fabulous week learning about Black History and using art to represent our reflections 
and we've had some great feedback: 

Parent: "My child has come home so enthusiastic and full of passion for the black history month 
topics. He has shown me a video they watched and it has really impacted us. I'm so pleased you 
are teaching such an important topic in such a way that has caught his interest so much. It made 
me so proud of him and of the school." 

 "The sculpture was amazing. Better than Luke’s Jerram’s." 

Teachers: "We loved it. It prompted some difficult discussions." 

"Our children come from such a white background that they haven’t really thought about these 
questions before. They are finding it difficult to hear about racism as they think that everyone is 
equal." 

"The sculpture on the field looks amazing – it’s quite beautiful." 

Children: 

"I can’t believe what I’m hearing about the Slave Trade." 

"They (historical activists) were so brave. They had to be determined to do what they did – they 
showed resilience." 

"Diversity is fantastic – we are all unique and offer something individual." 

"I know those black actors! I didn’t even think about black and white when I was watching Star 
Wars as the film is just amazing."  

 

Mrs Crouch 

We are really sad to share with you that after over 20 years of incredible service to the school, 
the wonderful Mrs Crouch is retiring. Mrs Crouch has been leading our lunchtime staff and set 
up after school club for us, 9 years ago. She has been an inspiration to so many staff and pupils 
and will be so missed here at St Katharine's. We will be organising a virtual send off for her 
towards the end of November and children will contribute to this in school. We know that so 
many of you will have appreciated Mrs Crouch's care for your children at after school club in 
particular - if you would like to contribute a message to her send off, please do send something 
in by email, post or with your child to hand to the office. 

 

The first St Katharine's wedding! 

Tomorrow is the big day for Mr Lodge and Miss Freeman - the very first St Katharine's wedding! 
Staff are looking forward to watching the ceremony screened live and children and staff alike 
can't wait to see the photos. Congratulations to the happy couple. 

More Wedding News 

Miss Crompton is also getting married on Saturday 7th November - we are very excited for her 
too. 

Our worship 
Theme is:  

Flourishing  
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Parents evenings  

Thank you to all our parents for working with us and showing such amazing support for our new 
ways of working and, in particular, the calm start and finish to the day. Staff are really looking 
forward to talking to you individually and have missed the usual face-to-face communication we 
usually have with you.  Parents evening will be held virtually in the week beginning 16th November, 
as usual over two evenings (Monday +Tuesday/Thursday). We will be using a platform called School 
Cloud that many local schools are using that you can access on any device. Further information, user 
guide and bookings will be available in the first week back. Appointments will be 10 minutes and 
they are timed by the platform and cut off after that time, ready to switch to the next person. To 
help keep the appointments focused on learning, we hope that you will have already raised other 
queries or issues and had the chance to discuss these outside of parents evening. We understand 
that two parents can join the meeting on separate devices which will be useful for parents who are 
separated. We ask that parents who have a child on a learning plan do not book an appointment as 
you will have a separate call that the teacher will organise.  

 

Music Mark  

(We are delighted to have been nominated by SoundStorm, lead partner of the BCP Music Education 
Hub, to become a Music Mark school for the 2020/21 academic year, recognising the value that we 
place on music and our commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum. Congratulations and a 
huge thank you to Mrs Smith for her tireless work and over and above commitment. 

 

Christmas Festivities 

Whilst we are all getting used to the ‘new normal’, we are very conscious that we still celebrate and 
enjoy the lead up to Christmas this year. This is such a special time of year for children and adults 
alike. We want to share with you some of the Christmas festivities we have planned that we can look 
forward to.  

The Elves and the Shoemaker  

We are very lucky to have booked Treehouse Theatre company who have adapted their Christmas 
performances to be Covid-safe for small ‘bubble’ audiences.  Each year group will have the 
opportunity to watch a short live performance of The Elves and the Shoemaker. These will take place 
on Thursday 10th December and Friday 11th December.  We would like to thank the parents of our 
Year 6 pupils who left St. Katharine’s in July this year; they have donated their collection money and 
have kindly agreed for this to be used to cover the cost of the performances.  

Christmas Lunch  

We will be celebrating Christmas as a school with a special lunch on Tuesday 15th December.  You 
will have received a letter about how to book your child a Christmas Lunch via Wise Pay.  Please can 
we ask that all bookings are made by Friday 6th November.   

Nativities  

Whilst we cannot invite parents into school to see their child perform this year, there will be an 
opportunity for parents to see their child on screen.  Due to current regulations, we cannot replicate 
the full experience of a live performance. We are only in the very early stages of planning, but we 
hope that each class will be able to film short snippets to retell one part of the Christmas story.  This 
will be a collective retelling with a mix of song, poetry and dance. More details will follow in the 
coming term.    

 

School Photos 

Your child’s school photograph has now been sent home with them. Please make your order direct 
with Fraser Portraits via their website. The school office can no longer accept orders on their behalf. 
Please ensure that you order before the cut off deadline Monday 9th November. 
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Year 3 Admissions September 2021 

Applications for the additional 4 spaces allocated for Year 3 are no longer automatically 

considered for those on our waiting list, we are now unable to consider any applications unless 

they are made formally via the Local Authority Application Form. Therefore, if you wish for your 

child to be considered for one of the additional 4 places offered for Year 3 in September 2021, you 

must formally apply via the Local Authority.  

You must complete a Local Authority Application Form available from the Local Authority website, 

this must be submitted by 15th January 2021.  

 

Swimming Lessons for Year 4  

Swimming lessons for year 4 will commence on Tuesday 3rd November at the Littledown centre. 
Please do not book a hot school meal on the day that your child swims, please provide them with a 
packed lunch on that day. 

 

Flu Immunisation 

You should have received an email invitation to register your child for the Flu immunisation earlier 
today. Once you have registered you will then have the option to ‘opt out’ of the immunisation if 
you wish to do so. 

PE 

We are sending home an activity log, focussing on 'Moving in 7 ways for 7 days' which has been set 
via Microsoft Teams. Your child should log in to Teams for more information.  Below is a copy of the 
chart you can complete. 

Family Circuits 

We have attached details of how you can create your own circuit training sessions at home with the 
whole family. Something to keep you all occupied during half term! 
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School Absences 

Please ensure that you inform the school office each day your child is absent from school.  

With regards to absences due to Covid, please specify your child’s expected return date, further calls 
will only be necessary if this date changes. 

If your child has an appointment for medical or other reasons, please email the school office in 
advance of the day of absence. 

Absence line 01202 426663 option 1 or via email office@skps.email 

 

FSK Mystery Christmas Bag Fundraiser 

The FSK Elves have been busy putting together 80 mystery bags of Christmas goodies for the children 
which will go on sale from 10am on Tuesday 3rd of November. Each bag has festive contents worth 
in excess of £5 however you will only pay £3 per bag. To purchase a bag for your child please go to 
www.fskcharity.co.uk and their mystery bag will passed to your child at school at the end of 
November. Mystery goodies have been randomly selected for each bag - including Christmas craft 
kits, decorations, Naughty Elf stationery, bath bombs - however bags are grouped by 2 age groups 
(Early Years to Year 2 and Year 3 to Year 6). 8 randomly selected bags will also include a Papa John's 
pizza voucher. All proceeds will go to school.  

Halloween 

Although as a school we do not promote Halloween, we have had the following message from 
Dorset Police Safer Schools & Communities Team that we thought we should share with parents. 

With Halloween season fast approaching, families may be wondering whether trick or treating is 
worth the risk this year.  

This year police and partners across the South West are asking families to ditch the usual trick or 
treating plans and channel all their creativity into celebrating safely indoors as we all continue to do 
our bit to prevent the spread of coronavirus and keep infection rates low across the region. 

To help with planning the spooky season, Dorset Police wish to share their ideas for Halloween at 
home, that cost little or nothing for families choosing to stay in.  

Top tips:  

 Organise a Halloween themed scavenger hunt around your house or garden.  

 Arrange a virtual fancy dress party online and invite your friends and family. 

 Out-boo your neighbours and have a window decorating competition.  

 Get creative in the kitchen. Go online to find the recipes for spooky snacks.  

 Decorate your living room and create your own scary cinema.  

 Play Halloween inspired games with your friends and family.  

 Try safely carving a pumpkin and share images with your friends.  
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2020/2021 Dates for your Diaries 

Autumn Term  Monday 3rd September 2020 to Friday 18th December 2020, 1.30pm 

Autumn Half Term Monday 26th October  to  Friday 30th  October 2020 

Inset Day Monday 2nd November 2020 

Parents Evening Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th or Thursday 19th  (TBC) November 2020 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY Monday 21st December to Friday  1st January 2021 

Spring Term  Monday 4th January  2021 to Thursday 1st April 2021, 1.30pm 

Spring Half Term Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

Inset Day Monday 22nd February 2021 

EASTER HOLIDAY Friday 2nd April 2021 to Friday 16th April 2021 

Summer Term Monday 19th April 2021 to Friday 23rd July 2021, 1.30pm 

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2021 

Summer Half Term Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 

Inset Day Monday 7th June 2021 

End of Summer Term Friday 23rd July 2021, 1.30pm 

  www.stkatharinesceprimary.co.uk   @stkbournemouth 

https://twitter.com/stkbournemouth

